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Abstract: Deleuze and Guattari are daunting to read, but they have nevertheless burrowed
themselves in social science discourse as go-to authors to grapple with the intricate and
intensely fraught materialities of social formations. In this informal talk I will provide a
geographical twist to some of their concepts which can help take stock of the overall
systemic backdrop to the small and large socioecological disasters piling up in the present,
namely, the Anthropocene. It has (fortunately) become commonplace to point out that
those least responsible for the extreme weather events, toxicities, and infrastructure
failures are the most vulnerable to their effects, and that this situation makes of the
Anthropocene intrinsically a megamachine of racialization. This new geological epoch
ushered in by anthropos -- or more accurately the figure of what Deleuze and Guattari call
White Man -- is also the time when the most consequential political conundrums about
reorganizing society insinuate themselves as never before. But while the revolutionary
politics baked into Deleuze and Guattari's ontological toolkit is worth spelling out, I will
offer some critical notes on whether their philosophy will suffice for comprehending how
something one could call justice could be brought about.


